
— 1 —



— 2 —



— 3 —

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY......................................................................................................5

PART I: ABOUT US................................................................................................................6

I. HISTORY & MISSION .........................................................................................................6
II. GOVERNANCE STRUCTURE ..............................................................................................8
III. PERSONNEL ..................................................................................................................... 8

PART II: WORK SUMMARY 2023 .................................................................................... 10

I. FOCUS ON THE INFLUENCE OF TSINGHUA/CHINA ......................................................... 10
1. Key event: The 3rd Convention of Ambassadors of Latin America and the Caribbean
was held at Tsinghua University ......................................................................................10
2. Keynote speech: Miguel Mejía, Minister of Policies for Regional Integration of the
Dominican Republic, visited Tsinghua University ..........................................................17
3. Pragmatic Development: Dominican delegation visits Tsinghua University and
attends a symposium........................................................................................................20
4. Deepening mutual understanding: Delegation of the Chile-China Friendship
Parliamentary Group of the Senate visited Tsinghua University .................................... 22
5. Building trust: The delegation led by the director of the Center visited the Senate of
Chile .................................................................................................................................25
6. Hot Topic: Director of the Center met with President of the Finance Committee of the
Chamber of Deputies of Chile ......................................................................................... 26
7. “Understanding China” program, part of Tsinghua Seminar, allows Latin American
academia to deepen their knowledge of China ................................................................ 27

II. ACTIVE SUPPORT FOR TSINGHUA STUDENTS’ COMPETENCE DEVELOPMENT ............ 29
1. Open a new perspective: Launch of an innovative course “Exploring Latin America
and the Caribbean Countries” ..........................................................................................29
2. Great support: Diplomats provided orientation to Tsinghua students prior to their trip
to Latin America and the Caribbean ................................................................................31
3. Active support for international activities of Tsinghua Students: Visit of students
delegation to Chile. ..........................................................................................................32
4. Active support for Tsinghua students’ international activities: the visit of Tsinghua
student delegation to the Dominican Republic ................................................................36
5. Strong support for Tsinghua students' international engagements –visit to Brazil ..... 39
6. Enthusiastic Interaction: Ambassador of Uruguay to China spoke at Tsinghua
Auditorium.......................................................................................................................41
7. Cross-Cultural Exchange: Gathering between LAC self-media delegation and
Tsinghua students ............................................................................................................ 42

III. BUILDING BRIDGES FOR THE EXPANSION OF FACULTIES AND DEPARTMENTS OF
TSINGHUA UNIVERSITY TO LATIN AMERICA AND THE CARIBBEAN ............................... 44

1. Lilian Ferrer, Vice Rector for International Affairs of the Pontifical Catholic
University of Chile visited Tsinghua University ............................................................. 44
2. The delegation comprising professors from the School of Life Sciences and School of
Medicine of Tsinghua set foot on Chile for the first time ............................................... 46
3. Meeting between the Director of the Center and the Rector of the Pontifical Catholic
University of Chile .......................................................................................................... 50
4. Meeting between the Director of the Center and the Dean and professors at Law
School of the Pontifical Catholic University of Chile. .................................................... 51
5. Meeting between the Director of the Center and the head of International Relations
and professors at the University of Chile. ....................................................................... 53



— 4 —

6. Meeting between Director of the Center and the Deputy Director of the Department of
International Law of the University of São Paulo ........................................................... 54
7. Visit of Director of the Center to the Federal University of Rio de Janeiro in Brazil .55
8. Successful organization of the closed conference “Dialogue on Cooperation and
Innovation between China-Brazil Financial Institutions” ............................................... 56
9. Tsinghua SEM and the Latin America Center facilitate exchanges between Chinese
and Chilean businesses world ..........................................................................................58
10. Visit of the Director of the International Office of the Business School of the
Catholic University of Uruguay to Tsinghua University to explore future collaborations.61
11. The Latin America Center actively supported the collaboration between the National
Autonomous University of Mexico and the School of Environment of Tsinghua
University. ....................................................................................................................... 63
12. Director of the Center attended the opening ceremony of event co-organized by the
School of Architecture of Tsinghua and the PUCP. ........................................................ 64
13. Tsinghua University hosts special session of the First International Biennial of
Contemporary Material Art entitled “Materialist Thinking” ...........................................66

IV. EFFORTS TOWARDS BETTER TECHNOLOGY TRANSFER MECHANISMS BETWEEN
CHINA AND LATIN AMERICAN AND CARIBBEAN COUNTRIES ...........................................67

1. Definition of objectives and review of the achievements during the spring semester
2023 ................................................................................................................................. 67
2. Pragmatic strategy was proposed, and more exchanges were encouraged at the
Meeting held during the fall semester ............................................................................. 68
3. Promote case-based mechanism building and to show Tsinghua technology cases in
Latin America. ................................................................................................................. 70
4. Introducing a broker to actively expand the Tsinghua-LAC Technology Transfer
Cooperation Network .......................................................................................................71

V. ACTIVE PROMOTION OF TSINGHUA UNIVERSITY'S INTERNATIONAL ADMISSIONS AND
ONLINE EDUCATION PROGRAMS. ........................................................................................72

1. Continued efforts were made to promote Tsinghua University's international
admissions and courses. ...................................................................................................72
2. Resource sharing empowered online education courses to benefit more universities in
LAC countries ..................................................................................................................73

VI. PROACTIVE INTERACTION TO STRENGTHEN AND ENHANCE PARTNERSHIPS ...........74
1. The Center established close coordination with LAC government departments and
embassies ......................................................................................................................... 74
2. Resumption of collaboration between the Center and the United Nations Economic
Commission for Latin America and the Caribbean ......................................................... 81
3. Important interaction between the Center and leading companies in Chile and Brazil.83
4. Research on Chinese Companies in LAC Countries ................................................... 86

VII. MOVING FORWARD TOGETHER: PUBLICATION OF SCIENTIFIC RESEARCH AND
RESULTS OF THE CENTER. .................................................................................................. 96
VIII. IMPROVED MANAGEMENT EFFECTIVENESS, OUTREACH, RELATIONS WITH
SPONSOR, AND INTERNAL MANAGEMENT. ....................................................................... 103



— 5 —

Executive Summary

The year 2023 marks the first year of China's reopening after the epidemic. In the face

of the complex international situation, the Tsinghua University Latin America Center,

under the guidance and support of the university authority and the International Office,

has actively cooperated with Tsinghua's School of Economics and Management,

School of Life Sciences, School of Medicine, School of Architecture, Academy of

Arts and Design, School of Safety Sciences, Center for Global Competence

Development, Office of Technology Transfer, Office of Online Education, and Global

communication Office. Off-campus, we have actively communicated with

government departments such as the Ministry of Commerce, the Ministry of Foreign

Affairs, and International Department Central Committee of CPC, as well as the

embassies and consulates of Latin American and Caribbean countries such as Chile,

Uruguay, Peru, Mexico, Brazil, Dominican Republic, and Barbados, etc. Also, we

have closely cooperated with partner universities in Latin America, such as those in

Chile, Peru, Uruguay, Mexico and Brazil, etc.

With the close collaboration of the Center's China and Chilean teams, in 2023, the

Center has made significant efforts in increasing Tsinghua and China´s influence,

encouraging the expansion of Tsinghua faculties and institutes in Latin America, and

cultivating the global competence of Tsinghua students, all of which resulted in a

good foundation for the future development of Tsinghua in Chile and the Latin

American region.

We would like to express our most heartfelt gratitude for the support of the university

authorities, the sincere cooperation of all our friends at home and abroad. Additionally,

we are very grateful to the Luksic Scholars Foundation for their generous donation to

Tsinghua University.
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PART I: ABOUT US

The year 2023 is the first year of China's reopening after the epidemic. In the face of

the new changes in the international situation and the new requirements of Tsinghua

University's internationalization, all the colleagues of the Center have made active

efforts to overcome the difficulties, which not only ensured the smooth development

of the Center's operation in all aspects, but also expanded Tsinghua University's

presence in Latin America and the Caribbean, and made positive contributions to the

scientific and technological exchanges between Tsinghua University and colleges and

universities of Chile, Mexico, Brazil, the Dominican Republic, Peru, etc. and to the

friendly relations between China and Chile and Latin America.

I. History & Mission

On December 6th, 2018, Mr. Qiu Yong, the then president of Tsinghua University,

visited Santiago, the capital of Chile, to attend the inauguration ceremony of Tsinghua

University Latin America Center.

Mission

The establishment of the Tsinghua University Latin America Center is a significant

milestone in the university's global strategy.

The Center is the liaison and exchange base of Tsinghua University in Latin America.

It serves the core mission of talent cultivation of Tsinghua University and is

committed to building an integrated and high-quality exchange platform. It also aims

to promote academic research collaboration, people exchange, talent nurturing and

technological innovation among Tsinghua University and countries in Latin America

and the Caribbean.
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Photo: Mr. Qiu Yong and Mr. Andrónico Luksic signing an MOU

Photo: Guests participate in Tsinghua Latin America Center's unveiling ceremony
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II. Governance Structure

Board of Directors
The board of the Latin American Center of Tsinghua University was established on

March 29, 2019 and renewed in 2023. The incoming members consist of Professor Li

Jinliang, director of the International Office of Tsinghua University who serves as

Chairman, Professor Chen Taotao from the faculty of Economics and Management of

Tsinghua University who serves as vice Chairperson, and three other members.

Advisory Committee

The Advisory Committee of the Tsinghua University Latin America Center is

composed by six Chilean members, including Mr. Peter Morse, President of the

Luksic Scholars Foundation, and three Chinese members including Mr. Zhang Pu,

President of China Construction Bank Chile Branch and President of the Chinese

Companies Association in Chile.

III. Personnel

The operational team of the Tsinghua University Latin America Center (at the

university level) comprises the Beijing Office team and the Chile Office team.

Professor Chen Taotao, the Center's director, oversees the integrated operations.

Beijing Office team includes four members: Assistant to Director Peng Ruimei,

Executive Director Dong Yu, as well as Research Assistants Ma Qiaolin and Meng

Yufei. Meanwhile, the Chile team is composed of: Senior Advisor Tzu Hsin Shen,

Director of the Chile office, Gu Yue, alongside two local assistants from Chile,

Alfonso San Martín and Javiera Bonilla.

Under the leadership of Director Chen Taotao, Tsinghua University Latin America

Center (at the university level) and the Research Center for China-Latin America

Management Studies (an institutional think tank at the school level) operate jointly.
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PART II: WORK SUMMARY 2023

I. Focus on the influence of Tsinghua/China

1. Key event: The 3rd Convention of Ambassadors of Latin America and the

Caribbean was held at Tsinghua University

On April 28, 2023, the event “High Quality Development and China's Path to

Modernization”, hosted by Tsinghua University and organized by the

International Office, the School of Economics and Management, Institute for

global development, and Tsinghua Latin America Center, was held at Jianhua

Building of School of Economics and Management. The event attracted more

than 30 ambassadors and representatives from 20 embassies and representative

offices of Latin American and Caribbean countries in China.

Wang Xiqin, president of Tsinghua University, Fernando Lugris, ambassador of

Uruguay to China - also head of the LAC delegation, and Liang Yu, former

ambassador of China to Peru were in charge of the opening speeches.

Subsequently, Vice Deans He Ping and Xu Xin of School of Economics and

Management gave an overview of the school and prospects for cooperation with

countries in the LAC region. Finally, Wang Hongwei, Vice President of Tsinghua

University gave the closing speech.
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Photo: Wang Xiqin delivering speech

Photo: Fernando Lugris delivering speech
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Photo: Liang Yu delivering speech

Photo: Bai Chong-en delivering speech
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Photo: Xu Xin delivering a speech

Photo: He Ping delivering
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The ambassadors in attendance agreed that this type of event was of great importance

because it gave them the opportunity to better understand China's modernization

process. They expressed their wish that China´s experiences could be shared more

with LAC countries to give a new impetus and perspective to local development. The

ambassadors also praised China´s development policy and the proposal for a new

world order with multipolar characteristics. They also highlighted China's continued

dedication and commitment to sustainable development and looked forward to

strengthening cooperation and mutual learning with China. Finally, the ambassadors

and envoys expressed their interest in participating in various exchanges and

collaborations with Tsinghua University.

Photo: Communication in situ
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The LAC Ambassadors Convention at Tsinghua University was extensively covered

by various international media outlets. These included CGTN, in both English and

Spanish, the English-language app of the People's Daily, Beijing Review, China Daily,

Beijing Daily, China News Service, China.org.cn, China Today, and many others. The

Ecuadorian embassy in China also reported on the event on its official Twitter

account. Media coverage in Chinese, English, Spanish, French, and Arabic, reached

over 860 media outlets, including MarketWatch, Associated Press, FOX-8 (WJW),

Yahoo Finance, KTLA 5 of Los Angeles, and Asia one of Singapore. The resulting

active broadcasts reached a global audience of over 850,000.

Photo: Wang Howei delivers a speech

Photo: Ambassadors and representatives in a group photo.
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Below is a list of the media that covered the event:

Report from CGTN: China's Modernization: Latin American and Caribbean

ambassadors and reps gather at Tsinghua to discuss modernization

https://news.cgtn.com/news/2023-04-29/VHJhbnNjcmlwdDcyMDUy/index.html

CGTN Spanish channel releases report on the LAC Ambassadors Convention at

Tsinghua University

https://espanol.cgtn.com/news/2023-04-29/1652257485000871938/index.html

Report from China News Service: LAC ambassadors and representatives discuss

Chinese path to modernization and high-quality development

http://www.ecns.cn/cns-wire/2023-05-02/detail-ihcnywxf7710518.shtml

Report from news.tsinghua.edu.cn: The 3rd Latin America and Caribbean

Ambassadors Convention at Tsinghua University was held

https://www.tsinghua.edu.cn/info/1178/103585.htm

Report from Beijing Review: China and LAC countries explore further exchange and

cooperation

http://www.bjreview.com/World/202305/t20230508_800330489.html

Report from China.org.cn: LAC ambassadors gather at Tsinghua University to discuss

Chinese modernization

http://www.china.org.cn/china/2023-05/09/content_85274480.htm

Report from People's Daily English language app: Latin American and Caribbean

ambassadors discuss China's path to modernization

https://peoplesdaily.pdnews.cn/china/er/30001363260

Report from Chinadaily.com.cn: Latin American and Caribbean ambassadors explore

Chinese path to modernization

https://www.chinadaily.com.cn/a/202305/10/WS645b4118a310b6054fad22cd.html

https://news.cgtn.com/news/2023-04-29/VHJhbnNjcmlwdDcyMDUy/index.html
https://espanol.cgtn.com/news/2023-04-29/1652257485000871938/index.html
http://www.ecns.cn/cns-wire/2023-05-02/detail-ihcnywxf7710518.shtml
https://www.tsinghua.edu.cn/info/1178/103585.htm
http://www.bjreview.com/World/202305/t20230508_800330489.html
http://www.china.org.cn/china/2023-05/09/content_85274480.htm
https://peoplesdaily.pdnews.cn/china/er/30001363260
https://www.chinadaily.com.cn/a/202305/10/WS645b4118a310b6054fad22cd.html
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2. Keynote speech: Miguel Mejía, Minister of Policies for Regional Integration

of the Dominican Republic, visited Tsinghua University

On March 3, 2023, the Center hosted at Tsinghua University the Minister of

Policies for Regional Integration of the Dominican Republic, Mr. Miguel Mejía,

and his team. Vice President Wang Hongwei of Tsinghua University met with the

Minister Mejía and discussed the intensification of academic exchanges and the

need to increase more cooperation between China and the Dominican Republic in

areas such as education and culture. After the meeting, Mejía gave a speech

entitled “From the Caribbean to the opposite corner of the globe”, which was

attended by more than one hundred students from various faculties and

departments of the university.

The Latin America Center invited Song Junying, director of the Department for

Latin American and Caribbean Studies at the China Institute of International

Studies, to meet with Minister Mejía and comment on his new book.It was

interesting to notice that Mr. Song took the opportunity to share his views on

Mejía's speech and new book from three ideologies: “a wise man does not get

confused”, “a brave man does not show fear” and “a man of action does not get

tired”. The event was moderated by director Chen Taotao.
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Photo: Wang Hongwei, Vice President of Tsinghua University, met with Miguel Mejía.

Photo: Conference site
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The event was covered on news.tsinghua.edu.cn

https://www.tsinghua.edu.cn/info/1178/101890.htm

The event was covered on the website of the Tsinghua University Latin America

Center

https://lac.tsinghua.edu.cn/info/1012/1367.htm

Photo: Chen Taotao, Director of the Center, presided over the event

Photo: Opening remarks by the Ambassador of the Dominican Republic to China

https://www.tsinghua.edu.cn/info/1178/101890.htm
https://lac.tsinghua.edu.cn/info/1012/1367.htm
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3. Pragmatic Development: Dominican delegation visits Tsinghua University

and attends a symposium

On the afternoon of October 20, 2023, Tsinghua Latin America Center received a

delegation of 8 officials from the Dominican Republic at Tsinghua University.

Among the members of the delegation were Olaya Dotel, Vice Minister for

International Cooperation of the Ministry of Economy, Planning and

Development; Briunny Garabito Segura, Ambassador of the Dominican Republic

to China and other members from the Embassy of the Dominican Republic in

China.

For this instance, the Latin America Center organized in collaboration with the

Institute for Public Security (IPSR) a dialogue and exchange session with the

participation of the Dominican delegation at the Liuqing Building of Tsinghua

University. The event was moderated by Peng Ruimei, assistant to director of the

Center and was attended by the Director of the Center, Prof. Chen Taotao; Prof.

Chen Tao, Vice Dean of the Dept. of Engineering Physics; Prof. Huang Lida of

the Dept. of Engineering Physics; and Prof. Zheng Xiaona, senior engineer of

IPSR. Building on the previous successes of IPSR in the Dominican Republic,

Director Chen Taotao spoke about the potential for future collaboration,

expanding cooperation between academic experts and offering more

opportunities to study at Tsinghua University.
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participants pose for a group photo

The event was covered on the website of the Tsinghua University Latin America

Center

https://lac.tsinghua.edu.cn/info/1012/1407.htm

Photo: Scene of the conference

Photo: The participants pose for a group photo

https://lac.tsinghua.edu.cn/info/1012/1407.htm
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4. Deepening mutual understanding: Delegation of the Chile-China Friendship

Parliamentary Group of the Senate visited Tsinghua University

On the afternoon of May 25, 2023, Iván Moreira, President of the Chile-China

Friendship Parliamentary Group, led a delegation to visit Tsinghua University.

There he visited the Latin America Center and later held talks with experts from

the Institute for Carbon Neutrality and the Office of Technology Transfer. During

this meeting, discussions were held on the development of green technologies and

technology transfer at Tsinghua University.

Li Jinliang, Director of the International Office, extended a warm welcome to

Iván Moreira and his delegation. In his speech, he first presented Tsinghua

University's objectives and progress in technological innovation. He stressed that

Chile is a friendly partner and that bilateral exchanges contribute not only to

strengthen this friendship, but also to obtain mutual benefits. The event was

moderated by Chen Taotao, director of the Center, who took the opportunity to

present the functions of the Center and its efforts to support Tsinghua University

in increasing collaboration with Chile and other Latin American countries. Yan

Xiaohui, deputy director of Department for Asian, African and Latin American

Affairs of Chinese People's Institute of Foreign Affairs, said that this instance of

exchange reflected the great friendship between China and Chile. After her

reflection, she pledged to work to encourage more instances of friendly

exchanges between the two countries. The conference proved to be a great

success, and both sides expressed their commitment to continue their friendly

cooperation.
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Photo: group photo
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The event was covered on the website of the Tsinghua University Latin America
Center: https://lac.tsinghua.edu.cn/info/1012/1391.html

Photo: Chile-China Friendship Parliamentary Group together with the Chile Ambassador

https://lac.tsinghua.edu.cn/info/1012/1391.html
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5. Building trust: The delegation led by the director of the Center visited the

Senate of Chile

On the morning of July 10, 2023, the director of Latin America Center, Prof.

Chen Taotao, led a team to visit the Senate of Chile. There, she established a

dialogue with Juan Antonio Coloma, President of the Senate; Iván Moreira,

President of the Chile-China Friendship Parliamentary Group; Senator Juan

Castro; Senator Jimena Órdenes and Senator Francisco Chahuán, President of the

Foreign Relations Committee. The two sides engaged in extensive talks on issues

such as green development, Chinese investment in Chile and technological

innovation. This laid a solid foundation for further deepening China-Chile

cooperation to enhance mutual understanding and trust.

Photo: Director of the Center together with Senators
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6. Hot Topic: Director of the Center met with President of the Finance

Committee of the Chamber of Deputies of Chile

On December 13, Director Chen Taotao and her team traveled to Valparaiso,

Chile. There they attended a working lunch at the National Congress of Chile.

The meeting was attended by Gael Yeomans, President of the Finance Committee

of the Chamber of Deputies; Carol Cariola, President of the Chile-China

Friendship Parliamentary Group of the Chamber of Deputies; and Andrés

Jouannet, Deputy for the 23rd district.

During the meeting, Prof. Chen Tao Tao discussed the issues raised by the

Chilean parliamentarians about China's focused investment areas and outlook in

Chile, infrastructure planning and cooperation in joint construction. In addition,

the two sides also had a warm discussion on the establishment of a Latin

American regional government consortium and how to attract Chinese enterprises

to invest in Chile.

Photo: Director of the Center having lunch with the President of the Finance Committee of the
Chamber of Deputies, Gael Yeomans (left)
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Photo: group photo

7. “Understanding China” program, part of Tsinghua Seminar, allows Latin

American academia to deepen their knowledge of China

In 2023, the Latin America Center initiated the [Understanding China] program.

This program consists of sharing a series of MOOC courses prepared by Tsinghua

with Latin American professors who teach courses on China in Latin American

and Caribbean region in order to deepen their knowledge of China and thus

enrich the content of their courses.

In addition, and in response to the specific needs of the professors, renowned

professors from Tsinghua University and other Chinese institutions were invited

to give online lectures to Latin American students and professors.

Between April and June, the Center, in collaboration with the Institute of

International Studies of the University of Chile, LabChina and the School of

Advanced Studies (CBAE) of the Federal University of Rio de Janeiro, jointly

organized three talks within the framework of [Understanding China].
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It is worth mentioning that on April 26, the Center invited Prof. Liu Lingling,

Department of Economics, Tsinghua University, to give a talk entitled

“Chinese-style Modernization and Measures for China's Steady Economic

Growth”. Subsequently, on May 29, the Center invited Associate Professor He

Jianyu, School of Marxism, Tsinghua University, to give a talk entitled “New

Trends in the Development of the Party-State System in China”. To conclude this

lecture series, on June 30, the Center invited the director of the Institute of

Economics of the Shanghai Academy of Social Sciences to give a talk entitled

“The Beauty of Chinese Calligraphy”.

Throughout these events, the attendees from China and Latin American

universities showed their enthusiasm for this fruitful exchange.

Photo: Guest professors of the [Understanding China] Program
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II. Active support for Tsinghua students’ competence development

1. Open a new perspective: Launch of an innovative course “Exploring Latin

America and the Caribbean Countries”

In 2023, the Latin America Center launched a new and innovative course,

“exploring Latin America and the Caribbean Countries”, with Prof. Chen Taotao,

Director of the Center, as Responsible Professor, and Prof. Ignacio Bartesaghi,

Director of international Office of the School of Business and Director of the

Institute of International Business Studies at the Pontifical Catholic University of

Uruguay, as Co-Responsible Professor.

The course, which combined online and face-to-face classes, brought together 10

expert researchers in Latin American studies from various countries, including

Chile, Peru, Mexico, Brazil, Argentina, and China to address key issues related to

Latin America. Through their participation in the “Exploring Latin America and

the Caribbean Countries” course, Tsinghua University students gained a broad

understanding of the development landscape of LAC countries and the dynamics

of China-LAC relations, significantly enhancing their global competence.

Importantly, for students who were about to embark on summer activities in the

LAC region, the course was an opportunity to contextualize themselves prior to

their departures from China.
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Photo: course “Exploring Latin America and the Caribbean countries”
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2. Great support: Diplomats provided orientation to Tsinghua students prior to

their trip to Latin America and the Caribbean

On June 26, 2023, the Center organized a training session entitled “Customs,

Protocol and Do's and Don'ts in Latin America and the Caribbean” with the

strong support of Mr. Cai Wei, Director-General from the Department of Latin

American and Caribbean Affairs of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs. A team

consisting of Deputy Director Wu Di and a group of diplomats from the same

department were invited to give lectures to Tsinghua students.

First, Deputy Director Wu Di gave a general introduction on the situation and

customs of Latin American and the Caribbean countries. Afterwards, diplomat

Sun Ning briefly introduced the customs of the Dominican Republic. Next,

Diplomat Guo Yujiao gave an overview of the situation in Brazil. Finally,

Diplomat Ma Yujie spoke about Chile’s situation as well as its customs and

traditions.

During the session, the students participated actively, asking questions, and

making many positive comments. They said they had benefited greatly from the

session and were looking forward to their next trip to the Latin American.
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Photo: Students gathered at the orientation session.

3. Active support for international activities of Tsinghua Students: Visit of

students delegation to Chile.

From July to August 2023, a total of four student delegations from Tsinghua

University carried out their international study trip in Chile. These delegations

consisted of students from the Faculty of Economics and Management, the

Department of International Relations, the School of Architecture and Zhili

College.

Thanks to the active support of the Center particularly in the organization of visits,

the delegations had the opportunity to visit a lot of important institutions such as

the Embassy of China in Chile, the Economic Commission for Latin America and

the Caribbean (ECLAC), the Ministry of the Environment of Chile, among others.

They also had the opportunity to talk with Mr. Fernando Reyes Matta, former

Chilean Ambassador to China, at the Chile office of the Center.
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Photo: group photo taken at the Chile Office of the Center

Photos: The student delegation visited various government agencies
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During their stay in Chile and Brazil, the Center organized many visits to

important local and Chinese companies, such as Huawei, China Construction

Bank of China, BYD, Power Construction Corporation of China, China Harbour,

China Railway, Banco de Chile and CODELCO, among many others. During the

visits, the students actively participated in conversations with representatives of

Chinese and local companies. It is worth mentioning that in one of these instances,

which was particularly fruitful, the chief economist of Banco de Chile shared

with the students his interpretation of Chile’s economic development model and

future challenges.

Photos: The student delegation visits various enterprises
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Meanwhile, thanks to the Center’s coordination, student delegations also had the

opportunity to engage in vigorous discussions with faculty and students from the

Pontifical Catholic University of Chile and the University of Chile. For example,

the International Relations delegation and students from the Institute of

International Studies of the University of Chile participated together in a

workshop in which they had very productive discussions by sharing challenges

and ways of collaboration between China and Chile and reached a consensus on

common interests of both sides.

Photos: The student delegation visited the University of Chile and the Pontifical Catholic
University of Chile
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4. Active support for Tsinghua students ’ international activities: the visit of

Tsinghua student delegation to the Dominican Republic

The year 2023 marked the fifth anniversary of the establishment of diplomatic

relations between China and the Dominican Republic. As a result, the Center was

actively working to encourage and support the student delegation to carry out an

international activity in the Caribbean country.

Thanks to a collaborative effort between the Center and the Chinese Embassy in

the Dominican Republic, the students were able to meet with important

authorities of the country. Among them were Franklin García Fermín, Minister of

Higher Education, Science and Technology; Miguel Mejía, Minister of Policies

for Regional Integration; and Rafael Feliz García, Minister of Youth.

They also visited outstanding educational and scientific institutions such as the

Autonomous University of Santo Domingo and the Academy of Sciences of the

Dominican Republic.

On August 15, 2023, together with the Embassy of China in the Dominican

Republic, the Ministry of Higher Education, Science and Technology of the

Dominican Republic, the University of the Caribbean (UNICARIBE), Tsinghua

Latin America Center held a forum on “China's Belt and Road Initiative for Latin

America and the Caribbean: Current Status and Prospects”. The meeting brought

together around 400 participants, including representatives of the government of

the Dominican Republic, local authorities, universities, think tanks and the media.

Chinese Ambassador to the Dominican Republic, Mr. Chen Luning, Minister

Franklin Garcia, and Minister Miguel Mejía were present and gave speeches at

the event. Prof. Chen Taotao, director of the Center, and Prof. Luis Gonzalez,
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director of the Center for International Studies and Analysis delivered the keynote

speeches. Afterwards, doctoral students of Tsinghua University presented on

topics such as artificial intelligence, aerospace industry and ecological

environmental protection.

Photo: Chinese Ambassador to the Dominican Republic, Mr. Chen Luning, giving speech

Photo: Participants of the forum co-organized with the University of the Caribbean.
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Photo: Tsinghua Student Delegation visiting the Embassy of China in the Dominican Republic

Photo: Tsinghua student delegation visiting the Minister of policies for Regional Integration
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The forum received extensive media coverage from Dominican Republic news

stations, which caught attention nationwide. It even reached the point where

Tsinghua University students were recognized on the streets, with friendly

Dominican people giving them thumbs up, saying, “They are from Tsinghua

University, I know!” Moreover, the student delegation also visited the Chinese

enterprise, CBMI Construction and had discussions with representatives from

Chinese Companies Association.

Besides, the delegation also conducted academic and cultural exchanges with

Chinese Embassy in Dominican Republic and attended the welcoming event

organized by the embassy, where they had exchanges with various political and

business leaders.

The activities were covered on the website of the Chinese Embassy in Dominica:
https://mp.weixin.qq.com/s/AO9qGDm8YfUK0nZ5XMKizg

5. Strong support for Tsinghua students' international engagements – visit to

Brazil

In July and August 2023, taking advantage of the tenth anniversary of the launch

of the Belt and Road Initiative and Brazilian President Lula’s visit to China, four

student delegations, organized by the Department of Student Affairs, the Center

for Global Competence Development, the Student Association of the Chinese

Communist Youth League Committee, and the Department of Chemical

Engineering, carried out social field trips to Brazil.

With the support of the Center, a delegation of tutors from the Department of

Student Affairs visited the Federal University of Rio de Janeiro. They took part in

seminars and had exchanges with Ana Célia Castro, Director of the Institute for

Advanced Studies at the Federal University of Rio de Janeiro (UFRJ, José

Orlando Gómez and Fabio Krykhtine, professors of the Department of Industrial

https://mp.weixin.qq.com/s/AO9qGDm8YfUK0nZ5XMKizg
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Engineering, and more than 30 graduates from various faculties and departments.

Topics such as poverty mitigation, industrial policies, academic development and

economic cooperation were the focus of the discussions. During the discussion

session, faculty and students from the Federal University of Rio de Janeiro raised

many questions after the presentations made by the Chinese students, showing

great interest and attention to China’s specific initiatives on these topics, and

recognizing that many of the concepts and approaches could be applied in Brazil.

This was the first visit of student delegation from Chinese universities to the

Federal University of Rio de Janeiro. We believe that it not only laid a solid

foundation for promoting youth cultural exchanges between China and Brazil, but

also allowed young people from both countries to deepen mutual knowledge,

through discussions on topics of common interest, to further deepen the exchange

and cooperation between the two universities.

Photos: The delegations in Brazil
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6. Enthusiastic Interaction: Ambassador of Uruguay to China spoke at

Tsinghua Auditorium

On April 27, 2023, at the invitation of the Latin America Center, Fernando Lugris,

Ambassador of Uruguay to China, visited Tsinghua University as a guest speaker.

He attended several events during his visit, including the second session of the

“Exploring Latin America and the Caribbean Countries” course, the fourth

session of the “Sheng Yin Lecture” series, the fifty-ninth session of the “Top Talk”

series, and the fifth session of the SAISS-sponsored “Insights into the World”

series. During these events, he delivered a keynote speech titled “Investment,

Exports, Work, and Life”. Chen Taotao, Director of the Center, and Liao Ying,

Director of the Center for Global Competence Development, were present at the

event, along with over a hundred faculty members and students from various

schools of Tsinghua University.

Photo: group photo captured at the dialogue with the Ambassador of Uruguay
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7. Cross-Cultural Exchange: Gathering between LAC self-media delegation

and Tsinghua students

On November 7, 2023, the Center —as commissioned by the China Diplomatic

Academy— received a visit of delegation of self-media professionals from Latin

America and the Caribbean.

During the cultural exchange event co-organized by Tsinghua Latin America

Center, the School of Journalism and Communication, Global communication

Office and the Center for Global Competence Development, audiovisual content

creators from Latin America and the Caribbean emphasized the importance of

cultural exchange and shared their experiences and achievements in this field.

During the meeting, Hu Yu, Secretary of the Party Committee of the School of

Journalism and Communication, and Chen Ping, Attaché of the China Public

Diplomacy Association, delivered keynote speeches on the importance of

promoting exchange between Chinese youth and those of the Latin American and

Caribbean region.

Photo: Latin American self-media delegation with Tsinghua student representatives
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Photo: event scenario
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Photos: Group of Latin American youth on a tour of Tsinghua campus

The event was covered on the website of the Tsinghua University Latin America

Center

https://lac.tsinghua.edu.cn/info/1012/1414.htm

III. Building bridges for the expansion of Faculties and Departments of

Tsinghua University to Latin America and the Caribbean

1. Lilian Ferrer, Vice Rector for International Affairs of the Pontifical Catholic

University of Chile visited Tsinghua University

On October 9 and 10, 2023, Professor Lilian Ferrer, Vice Rector for International

Affairs at the Pontifical Catholic University of Chile, visited Tsinghua University.

She met with Wang Hongwei, Vice President of Tsinghua University, wherein

they affirmed the longstanding partnership between the two institutions,

reiterating their intention to strengthen the collaboration further as the dust from

the Covid-19 pandemic has settled. Afterwards, Li Jinliang, head of the

international office, engaged in an in-depth and pragmatic dialogue with Lilian

Ferrer, in which the cooperation on educational program were discussed. Shi

Songhai, Dean of the School of Life Sciences, also attended the meeting.

https://lac.tsinghua.edu.cn/info/1012/1414.htm
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Afterwards, Lilian Ferrer visited the School of Life Sciences where she talked to

the administration and the key professors at the school. She also visited the

laboratory of Prof. Li Sai at the Faculty of Life Sciences and laboratory of Prof.

Zhang Linqi at the Faculty of Medicine. In the afternoon, the Vice Rector met

with Liao Ying, Director of the Center for Global Competence Development, and

the head of the Online Education Office to discuss potential ways of collaboration.

At the end of the day, during dinnertime, Lilian met with Prof. Ma Sai, Dean of

the Academy of Arts and Design, to exchange views on artistic exchanges and

cooperation between the two universities.

Lilian Ferrer’s visit was considered a complete success. It was her first trip to

China and to Tsinghua University where she gained a deep and positive

impression of Tsinghua. This already fruitful visit was the warm-up to the visit of

a delegation of professors from the School of Life Sciences and the School of

Medicine of Tsinghua to Chile later that year.

Photo: Vice President Wang Hongwei receiving the Vice Rector of UC
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Photo: Lilian Ferrer of the Pontifical Catholic University of Chile visiting the schools of
Medicine and Life Sciences.

The official WeChat account of Tsinghua University informed about the event

https://mp.weixin.qq.com/s/YpFaU9ISfKnpfskWdUMklw

Tsinghua University Latin American Center website informed about the event:

https://lac.tsinghua.edu.cn/info/1012/1401.htm

2. The delegation comprising professors from the School of Life Sciences and

School of Medicine of Tsinghua set foot on Chile for the first time

A delegation of nine professors from Tsinghua University's School of Life

Sciences and School of Medicine visited Chile from December 11 to 13, 2023.

During their visit, they focused on visiting two prestigious universities, namely

the Pontifical Catholic University of Chile and the University of Chile.

The visit of the Vice Rector for International Affairs of the Catholic University of

Chile in early October laid a good foundation for the delegation’s December visit

to Chile. On December 11, Vice Rector Ferrer received the professor delegation

professors in the meeting room of the School of Biological Sciences of the

Pontifical Catholic University of Chile. The Vice Rector warmly welcomed the

delegation and expressed that hopefully the meeting would further strengthen the

collaboration between the two universities in the fields of life sciences and

https://mp.weixin.qq.com/s/YpFaU9ISfKnpfskWdUMklw
https://lac.tsinghua.edu.cn/info/1012/1401.htm
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medicine. The Director of the Latin America Center, Chen Taotao, expressed her

gratitude to Lilian Ferrer and conveyed Tsinghua University's willingness to work

together with top Latin American universities to effectively contribute to the

solution of global challenges.

It is important to note that the visit of the professor delegation to the Pontifical

Catholic University of Chile was led, coordinated, and managed directly by Vice

Rector Ferrer.

Taking advantage of the visit, the delegation made initial contacts and exchanges

with their counterparts at the Catholic University of Chile. During the visit, the

professors from both universities made four academic presentations. Furthermore,

four academic talks were given by Tsinghua professors to graduate students of

UC.

Besides sharing of knowledge, both sides also showed great interest in areas like

student exchange, joint organization of international seminars and joint research.

Other visits during their stay in Chile include UC Christus Clinic, Innovation

Center, and Marine research station of the Pontifical Catholic University of Chile.

Although the delegation’s agenda was full, the professors had been benefited

greatly from this visit and considered it as an extraordinary opportunity to foster

exchange and mutual learning. Upon their return to China, the professors would

report on the results of their trip and planned to initiate potential collaboration as

soon as possible.
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Photo: Vice Rector Lilian Ferrer and Vice Rector Pedro Bouchon together with the delegation

Photo: Professor delegation visiting the School of Biological Sciences of UC
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